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The Bard's Banner is published (hopefully) 4 times per 
year, on a seasonal schedule. It is a publication of the 
Shire of Tir Bannog, in the Principality of Tir Righ, 
Kingdom of An Tir, of the Society for Creative Anach-
ronism, Inc. It is not a corporate publication of the 
SCA, nor does it delineate SCA policy. 

Copyright 2011 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc 

This publication shall recognize those that submit arti-
cles, photos, etc. You won't be paid for your submis-
sion, but you will have the thanks of myself and our 
readers. 

If you find you need to contact me over something 
herein, please send an email to: kj4mill@telus.net 

Lastly, this publication is meant for the enjoyment of 
all; share it amongst yourselves and your friends. At the 
end of the day, if I've made someone smile, I've done 
my job. 

-Piers Lakewood (Kevin Miller) 
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Welcome! 

 

Well, gentle readers, here we are at Issue 12 of the 

Bard’s Banner!  When I first started this, it was with 

the thought that it would be fun to write a bit about 

our Shire, its people and the times and adventures we 

share.  Little did I know then that 3 years later I 

would still be reporting on our comings and goings, 

as well as getting such great support from our regular 

contributors.  It has been a wonderful journey, from 

then to now, and I am hopeful it may continue for 

many years yet. 

 

One of the more enjoyable parts of that journey has 

been travelling to new places and partaking of the 

events therein.  Around the time I started putting 

electronic ink to digital paper, Lady Alys and I made a 

commitment to try and travel to a new event every 

year.  From Winter War in Borealis in 2010, to Ava-

cal’s June Coronet in 2011, and this year’s trip to AT 

War in Ramsgaard, we have been warmly welcomed 

and entertained by those putting on the events.  We 

are already looking at where we would like to travel 

for next year’s new event. 

Despite having grand illusions of a “double-sized” 

issue for this quarter’s Banner, the business of our 

Shire folk in things other than the SCA means it 

may be somewhat smaller than usual.  In addition 

to the lead story of AT War, Tewl has crafted a list 

of many of the  books in his library that cover the 

medieval period, and Lady Alys reviews for us a 

book about Fleece and Fibers. 

Enjoy!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AT War! 

On the 22nd of June, Lady Alys and I left the 

comforts of Lakewood Manor to travel southeast 

into the lands of Ramsgaard.  It was to be our first 

time at the Avacal/Tir Righ War, and after a nine 

hour journey, we arrive, somewhat disheveled and 

overheated, in Clearwater.  Deciding that the next 

day would be soon enough to see the war 

grounds, we settled into our room at the inn we 

 

(A quick pose in the calm before the storm…) 

(because there’s nothing better than a new book.) 
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had chosen and relaxed on the deck, enjoying a cool 
breeze wending its way past us, and looking out 
across the lake to the wilderness beyond. 

 

The next morning we were up early, feeling re-
freshed and ready for the day.  After a quick break-
fast we were on the road again in search of the site.  
An easy half hour’s drive had us at the right place, 
and we found a spot for our coach and had our first 
look around. 

 

 

Lady Alys and I made our way to the Gate tent, and 
after signing in she was off to peruse the list of 
THUA courses being offered, while I made my way 
over to where the rapier fighters were gathering for 

the morning’s Tournament.  Over twenty fighters 
(once the stragglers awoke and arrived) took part in 
the Cadet stlye event, in which no official score was 
kept, but the fighter deemed to be the most enjoy-
able and honourable by his and her peers at the end 
of the timed rounds would be declared the winner. 

Despite the heat and humidity, the fighters kept 
their cool, fighting with great honour, chivalry and a 
lot of humour.  After 2 timed rounds, the tourna-
ment was called to a halt, and the fighters were 
polled as to who they thought best exemplified 
honour, chivalry, and good humour.  In the end, the 
winner of the Rapier Tourney was none other than 
the Dandy Lama himself! 

(Lady Castra D’Or, waiting upon another worthy opponent.) 

(Buffalo ranch, buffalo here… makes sense.) 

(Oh, wait… there’s the war site!) 

(HL Josephine Blackthorn advances upon HL Liam Dughlus.) 
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Meanwhile, over at the Archery shoot, the over-

whelming force of Avacal archers outshot the plucky 

but small group of Tir Righ bowmen (and women).  

Sadly, most of the shooting was over by the time I 

made it there, so I wandered off to look for my 

Lady. 

 

The early afternoon was set aside for the much an-

ticipated Heavy War.  As the two sides made their 

way to the battlefield, the sweltering heat and gath-

ering clouds loomed over all, lending the proceed-

ings a bit of dramatic backdrop. 

Despite the drama of the gathering clouds, the first 

scenario for the Heavy War was a humourous one, 

as the sides paired themselves off in an Ogres and 

Dwarves battle.  Those that were paired played the 

part of the Ogres, while the remainder of both forces 

fought on their knees as Dwarfs.  Shouts and laugh-

ter rang across the battlefield as the forces of Avacal 

and Tir Righ met and combat was entered. 

 

The War then moved to a more traditional form, 

and both sides reined in their joviality to prepare for 

the grimmer scenarios of war ahead.  After a quick  

break, the combatants took to the field again to 

ready themselves for death or glory.  I was during 

this scenario that the wind started to pick up, and a 

few sprinkles of rain began.  This was gratefully ac-

cepted, as it cooled everyone off and seemed to re-

fresh the fighters and crowd. 

However, within the space of ten minutes the light 

breeze became terrifically powerful winds, and the 

sprinkles became a torrential downpour.  Lady Alys 

and I raced for our carriage and the umbrellas 

therein; by the time we arrived, though, we were 

soaked through to the skin.  To add insult to injury, 

the wind was causing the rain to fall sideways, so the 

umbrellas were of little use. 

 

(The Wolfpack marches to War.) 

(Searching for Dwarves to mash...) 

(The deadly combat taking its toll.) 
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Despite the horrendous weather, the Heavies braved 

the elements to finish the War, with Tir Righ taking 

2 out of the 3 scenarios and securing a War Point.  

Right after the War, a solemn ceremony was held in 

a slightly drier grove of trees.  In sight of all that at-

tended, Arkill MacMillan of Cold Keep was Knighted 

by King Iuean, a fitting reward for a very deserving 

man. 

 

Unfortunately, because of the force and fury of the 

weather, the rest of the afternoon (including the 

Rapier War) was cancelled as the rains turned the 

fields to muck, and people scrambled as their tents 

and campsites were torn asunder by the storm.  Lady 

Alys and I used the break created by the cancella-

tions to head back to our inn to dry out, have a 

meal, and change into drier garb before heading 

back to the site for the evening Court. 

 

The following morning we had to say a quick good-

bye to Clearwater, as we had further travels to attend 

to before we made our way back home.  Even 

though the weather made things a bit of a wash out 

on Saturday (literally, in some cases!), we both en-

joyed the time we spent at AT War and plan to 

bring our rapier gear with us next year to join in the 

battle! 

 

 

The Book Nook             

By Tewl Gover 

[In this installment of the Book Nook, Tewl has 

made us a list of his and Betha’s collection of Medie-

val related books.  Those within the Shire of Tir Ban-

nog that are interested in any of the titles may con-

tact Tewl about borrowing them.   -editor] 

 

Here, then is part one of a list of those books which 

make my poor bookcase bow: 

20,000 Years of Fashion 

Age of Chivalry & legends of Charlemagne, the 

Agincourt 1415: The Archers' Story 

Agony of Fashion, the  

All about Knights / Castles, Coat of Arms & tourneys 

All the Queen's Men 

Amazing but True Stories about Royalty 

Anatomy of Costume, the 

Ancient Carpenter's Tools 

Ancient Engineers, the  

Anglo-Saxon Chronicles, the (871-1154) 

Anthology of Popular Verse, the 

Arms & Armour of the Medieval Knight 

Army of Angels, an 

Art of Blacksmithing, the 

Art of Calligraphy, the: a practical guide 

Art of Heraldry (Origins, Symbols, & Designs) 

Art of Illumination, the  

Art of the Celts 

Arts in the Middle Ages & the Renaissance, the 

Atlas of Medieval Europe 
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Atlas of the Celts 

Battles in Britain: 1066-1746 

Bess of Hardwick 

Bloody Mary; The Life of Mary Tudor 

Book of Kells, the 

Book of Medieval Wargames, the 

Book of the Medieval Knight, the 

Calligraphy made Easy: a beginner's workbook 

Canterbury Tales 

Castles (Select Colour Handbook) 

Castles of the British Isles 

Cathedrals (Select Colour Handbook) 

Celtic Alphabets 

Celtic Art and Design 

Celtic Art in Pagan and Christian Times 

Celtic Britain 

Celtic Daily Life 

Celtic Day Book, the  

Celtic Design: A Beginner's Manual 

Celtic Design: Animal Patterns 

Celtic Design: Illuminated Letters 

Celtic Design: Knotwork 

Celtic Design: Spiral Patterns 

Celtic Design: The Dragon and the Griffin 

Celtic Design & Ornament for Calligraphers 

Celtic Design a sourcebook of patterns & motifs 

Celtic Design Colouring Book 

Celtic Designs and Motifs 

Celtic Fairy Tales 

Celtic Mythology: an introduction to 

Celtic Myths & Legends 

Celtic Needlepoint 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas in Shakespeare's England 

Chronicle of Celtic Folk Customs 

Chronicles of the Age of Chivalry 1216-1377 

Chronicles of the Crusades 

Chronicles of the Tudor Kings 1385-1553 

Complete Guide on How to Make Chainmail Armour, the 

Complete Guide to Heraldry, a 

Conquerors, the 

Constructing Medieval Furniture 

Cooking & Dining in Medieval England 

Cooking Apicius 

Cornish Folk-Lore 

Cornish For All 

Cornish For Beginners 

Cornish Language, the story of 

Cornish Names 

Cornwall 

Creative Calligraphy 

Crown for Elizabeth, a 

Design your own Coat of Arms, intro to Heraldry 

Dictionary of British History, Larousse 
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Dictionary of British Kings and Queens 

Discovering Heraldry 

Doomsday Book, the / England's Heritage, then & now 

Dress & Decoration of the Middle Ages 

Dress Accessories 1150-1450 

Druids, the 

Duellist's Companion, the 

Eleanor of Aquitaine / By the Wrath of God  

Eleanor the Queen 

Elizabeth I 

Elizabethan Sonnets 

Elizabethan Underworld, the 

Embroidery Basics 

Events in Britain 

Exploring England's Heritage: Devon & Cornwall 

Exploring King Arthur's Britain 

Fashion / the changing shape of fashion thru the years 

Fashionable History/ Medieval Shoes for Men and Women 

Fatal Majesty: A novel of Mary, Queen of Scots 

Fifteenth Century, the 

First History of Cornwall, a 

Folk Dress of Europe, the  

Food & Feast in Medieval England 

Food & Feast in Tudor England 

Food of the Bards: Welsh 

Gothic Scripts 

Great Harry 

Great Harry's Navy 

Guide to Medieval Sites in Britain 

Handbook of Cornish Surnames, A 

Heart & Stomach of a King 

Henry VIII 

Heraldry: sources, symbols, & meaning 

Heroes of the Dawn:  Celtic Myth 

Historical Encyclopedia of Costume, the 

History of Chivalry and Armor, the 

History of Cornwall, a 

History of Costume 1500-1660 

History of Europe / the major turning points 

History of the Crusades, a  Vol. 1-3 

History of Underclothes, the 

Holbein 

House of Tudor, the 

How to Draw Celtic Knotwork 

Illuminated Alphabet, the 

Illustrated Book of Heraldry, the 

Imperial Austria (Treasures of Art, Arms, & Armour) 

In the time of Knights 

Introduction to Celtic Mythology, an 

Introduction to Heraldry, an 

Italic Calligraphy & Handwriting: exercises & text 
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From Lady Alys’ Library 
The Fleece & Fiber Sourcebook,  by Deborah 

Robson and Carol Ekarius 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a beginning spinner, I have been happy to find 

any roving (carded wool, ready to be spun) without 

much thought about the characteristics of the wool, 

or where it came from.   By chance, I found “The 

Fleece & Fiber Sourcebook” by Deborah Robson and 

Carol Ekarius on a recent visit to Chapters.  It has 

opened a whole new world of interest to me around 

spinning. 

 

What initially attracted me to this book were the 

numerous pictures of different fiber animals and 

breeds.  Each featured breed includes a picture of the 

animal that produces the fiber.  Accompanying the 

breed photo is a photograph of the fiber produced 

by the animal:  raw and clean locks, a spun wool 

sample and a knitted swatch.    The pictures are clear 

and helped me to understand the incredible variety 

of animal and breeds within each species that pro-

duce fiber. 

The book’s introduction is very helpful in providing 

some basic understanding of the language of fiber.  I 

especially found the information on grading of fiber 

to be helpful in making roving choices. 

 

The book is divided into sections describing different 

families and breeds of sheep, as well as other breeds 

of fiber producing animals.  Each breed description 

includes some background information on the 

breed, perhaps some history, geography limitations 

or the blood lines behind the breed, and standard-

ized information on the wool that breed produces.   

Information such as fleece weight, length of the sta-

ple (locks), fiber diameter,  lock characteristics, 

natural colours and fiber use (dying, preparation and 

spinning characteristics and best uses) are very help-

ful for both new and experienced spinners looking 

to branch out and try a different type of wool or 

looking for a fiber best suited to a specific project. 

The book has a strong focus on sheep, especially 

from Great Britain, North America, Western Europe 

and Australia/New Zealand.  Information about 

other fiber animals, such as bison, rabbits, goats and 

yaks occupies a much smaller proportion of the 

book.  The only fault I could find with this book was 

a lack of information on fiber breeds from some 

parts of the world, such as the middle or Far East. 

In all, this book would be an excellent addition to a 

spinner’s resource library. 

Alys Lakewood 
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Upcoming Events 

Autumn Celebration (Cold Keep): Sept. 15, 2012, 

Cold Keep (Prince George).  Times and Place TBA. 

 

 

Burning Man Social (Tir Bannog): Sept. 22nd, 
2012, Boar Mountain Hold (Burns Lake).  
 
Once again it is time for Boar Mountain Hold to 
invite everyone back to their Burning Man Social! 
Our (infamous) Archery competition will once 
again highlight the day, and this year Kurgan 
promises flaming arrows that will stay lit! All that 
plus a smashing pot luck feast… see you there! 
 
 
Feast of St. Crispins (Tir Bannog): Oct. 27, 2012, 
Tir Bannog.  Come out and watch as we determine 
our Defenders for Rapier, A&S and Bardic for an-
other year.  Check our website for more informa-
tion as we get nearer to October. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

(“And don’t forget the amazing Feast!”) 

(Come and light his fire… please!) 


